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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20. 
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An Independent Religious Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 
Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Sin, Modernism, and Denominational Overlordship 


VOLUME II, NO. 48 


DALLAS, TEXAS, FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 1936 


Office: 201 East Tenth St., Phone 6-6888 


of Subscribers 


1. PLEASE NOTIFY US IN AD- 
VANCE OF CHANGE UF AD- 
DRESS. To do so will save 2c 
which the Post Office charges us 
when they report change of ad- 
dress. Give both old and new ad- 


2.WATCH YOUR EXPIRATION 
DATE! It is on your paper or 
wrapper just following your name. 
§-25-36 means August 28, 1936. 
Please renew promptly and save us 
the expense of reminding you by 
letter or card. If your subscrip- 
tion has expired, please renew at 
once and don’t miss your paper. 

3. SAVE US EXPENSE AND 
TIME OF WRAPPING YOUR PA- 
PER SEPARATELY. About 3,000 
papers each week have to be 
wrapped separately because there 
are not as many as four subscrib- 
ers in the same town. Get other 
subscriptions and save this trouble 
and expense, 

We are mailing you the paper 
at less than cost, as a mussionary 
work of faith and to get out tne 
gospel. Your prayerful codperation 


ee 


“The Fundamentalist 
Baptist Association” 


A pastor who recently entered 
Suit against his church for $85,- 
200 back salary at the rate of 
$12,500 a year, plus six per cent 
interest, requesting that the church 
property be foreclosed and sold, 
now writes that that suit has been 
dropped and that his note and deed 
of trust against the church prop- 
erty, and the church radio time 
heretofore held in his name has 
been turned over to “The Funda- 
mentalist Baptist Association,” 
which he has had incorporated. 
He announces that this “Funda- 
mentalist Baptist Association,” a 
corporation to hold property, will 
“sue and be sued” by this name, 
and that there will be further liti- 
gation. The suits will be in the 
name of “The Fundamentalist Bap- 
tist Association” instead of this 


pastor, and property will be held’ 


in the same name. He announces 
also that through this device the 
church property is to be made 
“forever safe” from the creditors 
who loaned the money to build the 
buildings, 

—_——_Q————_ 


MRS. RIDGWAY’S CORNER 


By Mrs. Elizabeth Ridgway 
Manager, The Sword of the Lord 
and The Sword Book Room 


A year ago in 
July. Bro. Rice 
applied for a 2nd 


The Sword of 
"the Lord. At 7 
that time he had ¢% 
364 subscrip- 
tions, today only 
thirteen months 
later, we have 
nearly 7,000 sub- 
scribers. Our 
Summer Trial subscription offer, 
closing August 3ist, has brought 
many new subscribers, and we ex- 
pect many more before the cam- 
paign is over. My experience has 
been that the last four or five 


Anouncements 


for Dallas 


Open air revival continues 
at Greenville and Ross all 
next week, God willing. Sun- 
day night sermon, “Signs 
That Jesus May Come Betore 
Christmas.” Political signs 
foretold in the Bible, signs in 
nature, in morals and in re- 
ligious life, an evangelistic 
message. Come praying. 

Sunday morning all services 
at Fundamentalist Baptist 
Tabernacle, 201 E, 10th St. 
Adults especially invited to 
big Bible class taught by 
John R. Rice. Sermon at 11 
a. m. 

Radio services, WRR, 6:15 
to 6:45 P.M, Sunday. Listen 
in, pray, support with free 


will offerings. 


days A. SB” MR a - ea campaign 
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Paper To Be Enlarged 


We had a good time in August 
with a fine lot of new subscrip- 
tions, 10 weeks for 10c each. Take 
advantage of that offer today be- 
fore it is too late! 

The Sword of the Lord must be 
enlarged. Some advertising is nec- 
essary to help pay the cost of 
printing. Soon, however, God will- 
ing, we will have more room for 
Bible teaching and preaching in 
The Sword of.the Lord. We plan 
for the paper to have additional 
pages and carry more material. 


——— 


Mother Reads Dance 
Book to Her Girls 


Many are writing for the thirty- 
two page book, “The Dance — 
Child of the Brothel, Sister of 
Drunkenness, Lewdness, Divorce 
and Murder, the Mother of Lust — 
A Road to Hell!’, the stenograhi- 
cally reported sermon by John R. 
Rice which is now being offered 
free to those who write for it. 
This booklet, printed on nice book 
paper, with orange colored, leather- 
ette paper cover, has stirred and 
blessed many hearts, particularly 
young people who need to know 
what is wrong with the modern 
dance. It is arousing, informing, 
swakening, convicting. 


From Ft. Worth a mother writes, 
saying, “ . the dance book. I 
have read it ‘to my girls. I wish 
every mother could Aes it to read 
to their boys and girls. It was a 
blessing to us.” Do you want this 
booklet for the young people of 
your family or friends or relatives 
who have been ensnared in the 
wicked modern dance? Then write 
for free copy today. We give it out 
in Jesus’ name, hoping it will be 
a blessing. If you care to send 
an offering for printing and post- 
age, you may do so. Write John 
R, Rice, 201 East Tenth Street. 


——— 


Many papers come to our desk. 
We note that one editor who “nev- 
er defends nor explains’ had 
twenty-two columns of explana- 
tions and defense in last weeks 
issue of his paper. Of course, it 
was all written by others without 
his knowledge or consent while he 
was “out of town!” The “others” 
who wrote it, had it set double 
column so the type could be used 
for printing another chapter in a 
book by the editor defended and 
explained. 


THE DECEPTION OF 
SINLESS PERFECTION © 


“If We Say That We Have No Sin, We Deceive Ourselves, 


And the Truth Is Not In Us’ — 


I John 1:8 


Every Christian has his sin | unto Himself. Even my body has 


problem. The new convert may 
believe that Satan is defeated once 
for all and will never be able to 
deceive or mislead him any more. 
But, alas! it will not be many days 
until the young Christian will find 
to his sorrow that he is not done 
with the devil. I feel sure that a 
lost man cannot realize the power, 
the subtlety and the deceptive, 
alluring wisdom of Satan lke a 
child of God who earnestly tries 
to live a clean, pure life wholly 
surrendered to the will of God. The 
new convert will find that not only 
does Satan still go about like a 
roaring lion seeking whom he may 
devour, but that he has a traitor 
within his own breast, his owa sin- 
ful nature that sides in with Satan 
and gives way to sin. Every child 
of God has his sin problem, 

I know that all the sins of a 
Christian were paid for on the 
Cross so that the child of God 
cannot enter into condemnation as 
@ lost sinner. I know and praise 
God that the blood of Jesus Christ 
has forever settled the destiny of 
my soul. I came to Jesus ana He 
will never cast me out. No one 
can take me out of the hands of 
Christ or out of the hands of His 
Father and my Father. I shall not 
come to judgment because all my 
sins were laid on Jesus and Jesus 
died for me, paying every debt. 
How can I cease to love Him and 
praise Him for saving a sinner like 
me, saving me for good so that my 
poor soul will never be in jeopardy 
of the torment that awaits the 
Christ-rejecting sinner! In one 
sense the Lord Jesus has settled 
the sin question in that He has 
bought my soul and redeemed me 


been paid for, and will be delivered 
at the resurrection. It is a blessed 
teaching of God’s Word that as 
far as the eternal destiny of the 
Christian’s soul is concerned, his 
sins are not even charged up to 
him, but are charged on Christ’s 
account and the whole account was 
paid for with the infinite suffer- 
ings of Christ. “Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven, and 
whose sins are covered. Blessed is 
the man to whom the Lord will 
not impute sin.” 

When I discuss the sin problem 
of Christians, 1 certainly do not 
mean that a Christian is likely 
to be lost. The salvation of a soul 
is settled wholly on the merits of 
the blood of Jesus Christ shed for 
sinners and every poor sinner who 
trusts in the Saviour is then saved 
eternally and the sin question is 
settled forever, as far as salvation 
is concerned. Let it be the constant 
rejoicing of our hearts that our 
sins are covered by the biood of 
Jesus Christ and that in His dear 
name we have peace with God and 
are sanctified and have access to 
the Father, 

Yet Christians do sin, and sin 
brings heartache and trouble. 
Though sin cannot lose the Chris- 
tian his soul, it may lose him his 
influence, ruin his testimony, curse 
his family, may take away the as- 
surance of his salvation, may block 
the answers to his prayers and is 
certain to bring heartache and un- 
happiness. Sin the Christian does, 
and sin brings trouble. So every 
Christian has his sin problem. 


Bible Christians Were Not Sinless 
I have heard people say that if 


PERSONALITY 


Dr. W. B. Riley, after an extend-} 


ed trip to England, Scotland, 
Wales, and continental Europe, has 
returned to his great work in Min- 
neapolis where he is pastor of the 
First Baptist Church and presi- 
dent of the Northwestern Bible 
and Missionary Training School. 
Dr. Riley spoke to fine crowds and 
was enthusiastically received. 


Brother W, D. MacCullough, a 
very successful pastor of The De- 
troit Baptist Tabernacle in De- 
troit, Michigan, writes that he has 
been called to a position in the 
Los Angeles Baptist Theological 
Seminary, a fundamentally sound 
institution carried on by faith. Dr. 
William A. Matthews, a lovable, 
warm-hearted, true servant of 
Christ, is the president. May God 
bless the seminary and Brother 
MacCullough’s ministry in the 
seminary and in the churches of 
the Pacific coast, 


Rev. Bill Rice, pastor of the Fun- 
damentalist Baptist Church in 
Gainesville, Texas, and the editor’s 
brother, married Miss Catherine 
Widner, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
E. E. Widner of Ballas on August 
20th. We wish them every bless- 
ing. It was a beautiful home wed- 
ding with many guests. I per- 


formed the ceremony. We wish the 


: 


PARAGRAPHS 


happy couple every blessing of God. 


Rev. J. A. Lovell, well known in 
west Texas for his radio work at 
Dublin, his pastorate at Abilene 
and revivals, is also a happy bride- 
groom, having recently married 
Miss Vada Gray of Eastland. I 
understand that Brother Lovell, 
after long, strenuous work, is now 
taking a rest and honeymoon in 
California. May God give them 
great happiness and many souls. 


Brother I. D. Mangum, pastor of 
the Lawrence Street Baptist 
Church in Dallas, reports a fine re- 
vival in progress with Dr. A. Reilly 
Copeland of Waco doing the 
preaching. 


Brother Luther Peak of the Fun- 
damentalist Baptist Tabernacle at 
Denton, returned early in Augusi 
from a trip through Kentucky and 
Tennessee where he spoke in many 
places. He held a fine revival at 
Mount Vernon, Kentucky, with the 
great blessings of Heaven. Alto- 
gether, he traveled 3,764 miles and 
has since had a revival with one of 
the Baptist churches in Denton 
County. Brother Peak ‘is a fine 
preacher of the gospel. May God 
bless his church and ministry 


| abundantly. 


> 
one were a Christian he would not 
sin, but that is not true. The only 
Christians that are in this world 
are sinning Christians. In pioneer 
days there was a saying that “The 
only good Indians are dead In- 
dians.” That was no more true 
about the Indians than about the 
“Pale Faces.” The only sinless 
Christians are those who have al- 
ready gone to be with the Lord. 


A consideration of the lives of 
the best men and women of the 
Bible shows that they were sinners, 
When you consider Abraham, 
Moses, David, John the Baptist, 
Peter and Paul, who were almost 
certainly the greatest men of the 
Bible, we find that each one of 
them sinned. Abraham lied about 
his wife and his faith failed more 
than once. He even doubted God’s 
promise to give to Sarah and him a 
son, and he married the Egyptian 
girl, Hagar, in his unbelief. Moses 
so sinned in the very midst of his 
life’s work that God would not let 
him go into the land of Canaan. 
David committed adultery and 
murder and more than once he was. 
chastised for his sins, though he 
was “a man after God’s own 
heart.” John the Baptist, than 
whom Jesus said there was never 
a greater born of woman, fell into 
doubt and despondency. He even 
sent messengers to inquire if Je- 
sus was really the Son of God as 
John himself had already an- 
nounced to the world that He was. 
Peter cursed and lied and denied 
Jesus. Paul, the great apostle, 
went up to Jerusalem after the 
Holy Spirit had plainly forbidden 
him to go. And before that he and 
Barnabas had quarreled so violent- 
ly that they had broken up their 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


New Readers: 
Attention! 


Hundreds of you are getting The 
Sword of the Lord for the first 
time this month on account of our 
campaign of new trial subs¢rip- 
tions for ten weeks at ten cents, 
Some of you subscribed for your- 
Selves, but others had the paper 
sent as a gift by some relative or 
friend. We want you to know that 
we are glad to have you as a read- 
er and that your subscription is 
paid for up to the expiration date 
marked on your wrapper or paper 
after your name and address. The 
Sword of the Lord stands for the 
verbal inspiration of the Bible, the 
deity of Christ, the blood atone- 
ment for sinners, salvation by 
grace through faith, bodily resur- 
rection, the Bible doctrine of Heav- 
en and Hell, for the premillennial 
coming of Christ and for soul win- 
ning and brotherly love. The pa- 
per will regularly carry revival 
preaching, Bible teaching, devo- 
tional articles, accounts of revivals 
and stories of conversions. Please 
read the paper carefully and 
prayerfully and pass it on to others. 
or file it away for future reference. 


The price of the paper is only 
fifty cents a year and we hope you 
will renew your subscription be- 


fore your time expires, 


PAGE TWO 
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The Deception of Sinless Perfection 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


partnership and each went his 
separate way. 


Several men are mentioned in 
the Bible as ‘perfect,” for example, 
Noah (Genesis 6:9); Job 1:1): 
and King Asa (I Kings 15:14; ll 
Chron, 15:17). But the word “per- 
fect” as used there does not mean 
sinless, and we are told how Noah 
got drunk. Job later confessed his 
sins and repented in dust and 
ashes, while King Asa who is pro- 
nounced “perfect all his days,” yet 
eventually died when he was dis- 
eased in his feet because he trusted 
in physicians and not in the Lord! 
These men were surrendered men, 
really out and out for God, and in 
that sense “perfect,” but certainly 
not sinless. 


If the great men of the Bible 
had their sin problems, then Chris- 
tians today will find themselves 
facing the same fact of sin in their 
hearts and in their daily lives. 
apg were no sinless men in Bible 

imes. 


Some Scriptures Explained 


The Bible does not anywhere 
teach that Christians are sinless. 

There are several Scriptures 
which are sometimes quoted as 
teaching that one who is a child 
of God does not sin. Among them 
' are the following: 


“Whosoever abideth in him sin- 
netn not: whosoever sinneth hath 
not seen him, neither known him. 


“Little children, let no man de- 
ceive you: he that doeth righteous- 
ness is righteous, even as he is 
righteous. 

“He that committeth sin is of 
the devil; for the devil sinneth 
from the beginning. For this pur- 
pose the Son of God was mani- 
fested, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil. 

“Whosoever is born of God doth 
not commit sin; for his seed re- 
maineth in him: and he cannot sin, 
pre he is born of God” (I John 

:6-9). 

“We know that whosoever is 
born of God sinneth not; but he 


that is begotten of God keepeth 
himself, and that wicked one 
toucheth him not” (I John 5:18). 

Here in the James’ Version 
of our Bible, it is said that “Wro- 
soever abideth in him sinneth not,”’ 
“He that committeth sin is of the 
devil,” that “Whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin” and that 
“We know that whosoever is born 
ef God sinneth not.” However in 
the same book of the Bible, in I 
John 1:8 we are plainly told, ‘‘It 
we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.” There is a seeming 
contradiction but the believing Bi- 
ble student knows that seeming 
contradictions in God’s Word dis- 
appear after prayerful and careful 
study. And that is true in this 
case. Two facts will help us to 
understand these Scriptures right- 
ly so that they do not contradict 
other portions of the Bible. 

First, I John 3:9 says that “Who- 
soever is born of God doth not 
commit sin; for his seed remaineth 
in him: and he cannot sin, because 
he is born of God.” There is a 
part of the Divine nature in every 
born-again person, every child of 
God. Every Christian has a new 
heart and the part of a Christian 
that is born again does not sin. 
That is what God was telling us 
through the pen of the inspired 
apostie Paul in Romans 7:15-25. 


"For that which | do | allow not: 
for what | would, that do | not; 
but what | hate, that do |. 

"lf then | do which | would not, 
| consent unto the law that it is 
good. 

“Now then it is no more | that 
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 

“For | know that in me (that 
is, in my ager dwelleth no good 
thing: for to will is present with me; 
but how to perform that which is 
good | find not. 

“For the good that | would | do 
not: but the evil which | would not, 
that | do. 
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RAINBOW CLEANING CO. 
NOTE NEW LOCATION: 


122 WEST JEFFERSON 


9-8760 


THE HOME OF QUALITY GROCERIES AND 
FRIENDLY SERVICE 


Newby’s Grocery & Market 


202 W. JEFFERSON 


— Free Delivery — 


PHONE 6-9202 


- BUSINESS: DIRE 
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‘Keep your name, product or profession, address and tele- 
phone number before the people in this Directory 
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SEPTEMBER SPECIALS 


Genuine Oil Permanent 

Croquignole) — $1.50 

Machineless Croquignole 
— $2.95 — 


Good Service Beauty Shop 
321 E. 9th 6-4924 


LAWN MOWER GRINDING 


Charlie the Bicycle Doctor 


Expert Repairing & Painting 
207 N. Beckley Ph. 6-0531 
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WALDEN HAT CO. 


Renovators and Remodelers 
of Ladies’ and Men’s fine hats 


Ph. 6-0263 922 W. Jefferson 


~ 
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Your Patronage Appreciated 
We call for and deliver 


MIDWAY CLEANERS 
TAILORING 


6-0056 107. W. Jefferson 
“Let Chap Do It” 


HAIRCUTS 
Children 20c 
Adults 25c 


GOLDSTON BARBER SHOP 
210 South Madison 


LAMAR & SMITH 


Funeral Home and Ampbu- 
lance Service 


PHONE 6-2146 
800 W. Jefferson 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


"Now if | do that | would not, 
it is no more | that do it, but sin 
that dwelleth in me. 

"| find then a law, that, when 
| would do good, evil is present 
with me. 

"For | delight in the law of God 
after the inward man: 

“But | see another law in my 
members, warring against the law 
of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of sin which 
is in my members. 

"O wretched man that | am! 
who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death? 

"| thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. So then with the 
mind | myself serve the law of 
God; but with the flesh the law 


of sin.” 


Paul said (verse 17) “Now then 
it is no more I that do it, but sin 
that dwellieth in me.” And again in 
verse 25 he said, “So then with 
the mind I myself serve the law 
of God; but with the flesh the 
law of sin.” Every Christian is 
two persons, One the carnal na- 
ture that he had before his con- 
version and still has, and one the 
new nature born of God. The part 
of a man that is born of God does 
not sin. The seed of God “remain- 
eth in him: and he cannot sin.” 
When the mind and soul of a man 
is born of God that much is re- 
deemed but not until the resur- 
rection of our body will our body 
and carnal nature be redeemed 
completely from sin. 

God’s Word plainly says in I 
John 1:8. If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us.” All of us 
have sinned and do sin. But it is 
also true that the child of Goad 
has a new nature, a part of him 
that does not want to sin, a part 
of him that does not sin. 

But these Scriptures in I John 
deserve further study. For instance 
I John 3:5 says, in the King James’ 
Version, “He that committeth sin 
is of the devil.” But the word 
“committeth” does not quite make 
clear the meaning of the imspired 
Greek. “Committeth” may mean to 
commit sin only one time. 
In English we would infer that 
anybody that committed a sin one 
time is of the devil. But that is 
not what it says in the Greek. 
The word “committeth” is better 
translated “practice,” for in the 
Greek it is in the imperfect form 
which means a continuing course. 
Literally translated I John 3:8 
would be, “He that continues in 
a course of sin is of the devil.” 
In other words, a child or God is 
born again and has a nature that 
does not love sin. If the continual, 
unchanging course of a man’s life 
is sinful, then that is of the devil. 
But God’s seed remains in every 
born again person so that part of 
him cannot go on in sin, 

In this connection we must all 
remember that none of us know 
enough to judge men’s hearts by 
their actions. We are plainly com- 
manded, “Judge not, that ye be 
not judged.” We can judge false 
teachers by their fruit, that is by 
their teaching (Matt. 7:15-20), 
but we cannot-judge men’s hearts 
as to whether or not they are 
saved (Matt, 7:1). I can judge a 
man’s doctrine but not his heart. 
Only God sees that. 


These passages in I John show 
that there is a part of a Christian 
that does not sin, and that the 
child of God does not continue in 
a steady course of sin. But they 
do not contradict plain passages 
in the same book and many other 
passages in the Bible which show 
that every Christian does sin. 
Though the seed of God remain in 
a Christian and he is a partaker 
of the Divine nature, yet every 
Christian has the sin problem to 
face. 


Bible Proof That All Sin 


There are many clear statements 


lin the Bible that all the human 


race are sinners. Notice that I 
said ARE. There are other pas- 
sages which say that all HAVE 
sinned, but those I have in mind 
clearly and explicitly teach that 
all people DO sin. 

After Solomon had built the 
temple at Jerusalem, he prayed 
@ prayer of dedication which 
was divinely recorded and 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


Friday, August 28, 1936 


“The Theory of Evo- 
lution and the Facts 


of Science” 
By Dr, Harry Rimmer 


Here is another book that deserves 
the term GREAT. Dr. Harry Kim- 
mer is a great preacher of the 
gospel but at the same time he is 
a real working scientist. He is 
the president of the Research Sci- 
ence Bureau, and for a number of 
years has spent six months of the 
year in actual scientific investi- 
gation while the other six months 
he spent in lecturing and preach- 
ing. Dr. Rimmer is an out and 
out Fundamentalist, believing in 
the verbal inspiration of the Bi- 
ble, the deity of Christ, the blood 
atonement, direct creation, etc. 
The four chapters of the book are 
as follows: 

1. The Facts of Biology and 

the ‘iheory of Kvolution. 

2. Embryology and the RKe- 

capiluiation ‘1nmeory. 

3. The ‘iheories of Lvolutiou 

and the Facts of raleontolugy. 

4. The ‘Theories of tvoluliou 

and the Facts of Human An- 

tiquity. 

Too often those who oppose evo- 
lution cannot answer the so-cailea 
“scientific proof,’ advanced for 
that dogmatic guess of people who 
do not believe the Bible. Dr. Rim- 
mer can and does answer. He 
shows the shams, the pretenses, 
the false claims, the manufactured 
evidence and the foolish supposi- 
tions of the evolution theory, giv- 
ing concrete facts to prove his 
guesses all the way through. He 
exposes the so-called ‘“Recapitula- 
tion Theory” of the human em- 
bryo and proves it false. He shows 
that the unborn babe never has 
gills, as claimed, never had a tail, 
and gives no evidence of evolution. 
He shows that the so-called links 
between the human race and apes 
are based purely on guesses and 
manufactured evidences, not from 
real bones or fossils. Dr. Rimmer 


shows that the scientific discoveries | 


concerning the chromosomes which 
carry all inherited characteristics 
from parents to child make proor 
that one species cannot produce 
another. Evolution, as an expla- 
nation of the origin of species, is 
now a scientific folly. The book 
is certainly fine for high school 
and college students and for 
preachers who deal with them. It 
shows that real science and the 
Bible are in perfect harmony. It 
will strengthen the faith of young 
Christians but is really ammuni- 
tion for big guns, and is by a re- 
liable authority. The language is 
simple and understandable, The 
book is new, printed last year by 
Wm. B, Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
and sells for $1.00. We are giad 
to sell it in The Sword Book Room. 
RE Ry OAT Ae 

“I walked a mile with Pleasure, 

She chatted all the way; 
But left me none the wiser 

For all she had to say. 


“IT walked a mile with Sorrow, 
And ne’er a word said she; 
But, oh, the things I learned from 

her 
When sorrow walked with me.” 
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The Deception of Sinless Perfection 
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da 


evidently divinely inspired. ste Even inanimate objects and 


that great dedication prayer Solo- 
mon said to God, “For there is no 
man that sinneth not” (I Kings 
8:46; IL Chron. 6:36). Solomon 
prayed speaking about God's peo- 
ple who should come to the temple 
to pray and he said that ‘There is 
no man that sinneth not.” 


In Romans 3:9-12 it is stated 
in most emphatic language that 
every person in the worid, both 
Jew and Gentile, is under sin and 
that there is none that doeth gooa. 


"What then? are we better than 
they? No, in no wise: for we have 
betore proved both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, that they are all under sin; 

"As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one: 

“There is none that understand- 
eth, there is none that seeketh 
atter God. 

“They ‘are. all gone out of the 
way, they are together become un- 


protitabie; there is none that doeth 


good, no, not one.’ 


Notice that that passage makes 
no distinction in the worid between 
saints and sinners as far as the 
fact of sin is concerned. The 
apostie Paul said, “We have before 
proved both Jews and Gentues, 
that they are ALL under sin” 
(verse 9). Then he quotes from 
the Old Testament saying, “As it 
is written, There is NON«# right- 
eous, NO, NOT ONE.” Many peo- 
ple claim to be living above sin 
and to be righteous in fact, but the 
inspired apostle answers back that 
there is none righteous, no, not 
even one person in the world, Jew 
or Gentile! That was true in Olid 
Testament times, and then Paul 
quotes the Old Testament and puts 
it in the New Testament. It was 
still true that there was not a 
single person in the world who was 
good in the sense of being without 
sin anu wickedness, 


Then he says, “They are ALL 
gone out of the way,’ and says 
again that “There is NONE tnat 
doeth good, NO, NOT ON E” 
(verse 12). Compare verses 10 and 
12. There is none in a state of 
righteousness, that is, righteous in 
the heart. And then there is none 
that does righteousness. That is, 
righteous in deeds. On both counts, 
the Holy Spirit charges that ali 
men everywhere are wrong, both 
in heart and life, both in thought 
and deed. In God’s sight, who sees 
the heart and deeds, there is not 
a single sinless man or woman 0: 
child in the world, NO, NOT ONE! 


The above verses are certainly 
emphatic in covering the whole 
human race. Notice the words “all” 
and “none.” There is no way to 
escape the charge that every per- 
son living is a sinner whether a 
saved sinner or a lost sinner, for- 
given or unforgiven. All are alike 
at least in the fact of sin. We 
must notice, too, that the Scrip- 
tures do not simply say that all 
have sinned. No, they say that ail 
ARE sinners; that there IS none 
righteous; that they ARE all gone 
out of the way; that there IS none 
that doeth good. God is speaking 
in the eternal present and says 
that all are sinners. 


Holiness and Sanctification 


The Bible has much to say about 
holiness and sanctification and 
some people believe that holiness 
means sinless perfection. But in 
Bible terminology it does not. But 
the words “holy” and “sanctified” 
mean set apart to God or 
dedicated and do not imply sinless 
perfection. The word holy is used 
many times in the Bible and about 
many things where the idea of 
sinlessness cannot be inferred. The 
men who wrote the Bible are 
called “holy men” (II Peter 1:21), 
and yet the Bible tells of many 
sins by these same men. Moses, 
David, John and others. They were 
men set apart for this work by the 
Lord and dedicated to it, but they 
were not sinless men. The Bible 
tells us that “holy women” adorned 
themselves, obeying their husbands 
(I Peter 3:5) and gives Sarah as 
an example, though the Bible re- 
veals some of Sarah's sins. Israel 
is called “an holy nation” (Ex- 
odus 19:6) though it could not be 
that the whole nation was without 


places are called holy. Jerusalem 
is the “Holy City.” Mount Zion 
is called a “holy mountain.” Sacri- 
fices dedicated to God are called 
“holy unto the Lord.” Holiness, 
then, does not mean siniessness, 
but merely dedicated or set apart 
for the Lord’s work. All or us 
ought to be sanctified or dedicated 
to God and surrendered to Him, 
but we ought not to claim sinless 
perfection which we certainly do 
not have. 


Baptism or Filling of the Holy 
Spirit Did Not Bring Sinless 
Perfection 


Some earnest Christians be- 
lieve that when one is_ baptized 
or filled with the Holy Spirit, the 
sinful nature is eradicated. ‘ihey 
sometimes speak of a “second den- 
nite work of grace” and “the sec- 
ond blessing,” meaning that as 
their sins were forgiven at coaver- 
sion so now the nature is compiete- 
ly changed and that there is no 
indwelling sin — that the last ves- 
tige of inbred depravity is re- 
moved. Now I know that God has 
more than one biessing for us, 
and New Testament vcuristians 
often had a definite experience oi 
Holy Spirit blessing and power be- 
sides conversion, but certainly 
they did not have the old Adamic 
nature eradicated and they did not 
become sinless and perfect when 
they were filled with the Holy Spir- 
it. 

Paul and Barnabas were both 
filed with the Holy Spirit. Of that 
we may be sure. Acts 9:17 tells 
how Paul was filled with the Spirit 
three days after his conversion, 
and Acts 13:1-4 tells how they 
fasted and prayed until the Holy 
Spirit clearly led them and sent 
them forth on their missionary 
journey. Yet after that Paul and 
Barnabas had sharp “contention” 
and disagreement and broke up 
their evangelistic party because of 
their “contention.” Their sinful 
nature was not eradicated when 
they were filled with the Holy 
Spirit, 

Paul, after he was an apostle 
and called and inspired to write 
the books of the New Testament, 
openly confessed that he was still 
a sinner. He said in Romans 7, 
“When I would do good, evil is 
present with me” (verse 21), and 
again “So then with the mind I 
myself serve the law of God; but 
with the flesh the law of sin” 
(verse 25). 

Notice that Paul used the pres- 
ent tense. He was not speaking 
about past experience but about 
present experience and it is not 
dealing fair with the Word of God 
to say that Paul merely referred 
to sometime in the past when he 
himself spoke in the present tense. 
The Bible is inspired word for word 
and we may safely take it at face 
value. Paul said what he meant 
and meant what he said. better 
yet he said what the Holy Spirit 
meant when he wrote the 7th chap- 
ter of Romans. 


The sin question was ever pres- 
ent with Paul and again and 
again: he confessed it. In the lst 
chapter of I Timothy, verse 13, 
Paul speaks with regret of how 
he “was before a blasphemer, 
and a persecutor, and injuri- 
ous,” but says that God had 
given him mercy. Then in verse 
15 he says, “This is a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners; OF WHOM 
I AM CHIEF.” Paul deliberately 
said that he, the apostle with past 
sins already forgiven, was yet a 
sinner, and not only a sinner, but 
the chief of sinners! Paul said I 
AM CHIEF OF SINNERS. 


He did not say, “I WAS chief 
of sinners,” as he said in verse 
13 that he “WAS before a blas- 
phemer, and persecutor, and in- 
jurious.” All that he was in the 
past, but now at the present, Paul 
says, “Sinners; of whom I AM 
chief.” Do not trifle, I beg you, 
with the Word of God. Paul wrote 
down just what the Holy Spirit 
gave him to say, and the Holy 
Spirit told him to use the present 
tense and to say that he was stil! 
the chief of sinners. Paul was not 
sinless and perfect and never 
claimed to be. 

In fact, Paul referred to this 
matter repeatedly by divine inspi- 


PAGE THREE 


ration, and his testimony was al- 
ways the same. 

In the 3rd chapter of Philippians, 
Paul said that he had suffered the 
loss of all things for Christ’s sake 
and verses 10 to 14 say; “That 1 
may know him, and the power ot 
his resurrection, and the fellow- 
ship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death; if by 
any means I might attain unto 
the resurrection ot the dead. Not 
as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect: but 
I follow after, if that 1 may ap- 
prehend that for which also l am 
apprehe nded of Christ Jesus. 
Brethren, I count not myself to 
have apprehended: but tnis one 
thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high caliung 
of God in Christ Jesus.’ 


Paul says that he is not already 
perfect (verse 12). In verse 16 
he says, “Brethren, I count not 
myseit to have apprehended.” In- 
stead of claiming siniess pertec- 
tion, Paul simpiy said, “l press 
LOWARD the mark” (verse i4). 
Paul constantly aimed at siniess 
perfection but had never appre- 
nended it. He tried to live as il 
aiready he was resurrected trom 
the dead, but he never attained 
it: He earnestly tried to Know 
Christ perfectly, to have all the 
power of His resurrection, to have 
tellowship in all His sufferings, to 
let self die, even as Jesus died on 
the cross, but Paul knew that he 
hadenever attained that which he 
sought. Perhaps no man ever 
sought sinless perfection like 
Pauli did, but the best that even 
Paul could do was to press forward 
toward the mark that he had never 
yet attained. Brethren, so let us 
do, but do not let us count our- 
selves better than Paul or others. 


John the beloved disciple was 
filled with the Holy Ghost at Pente- 
cost and then again in Acts 4:31. 
Yet those experiences did not re- 
sult in sinless perfection for him 
and he was inspired of God to 
write, when an old, old man, the 
last apostie left alive, “If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us” (I John 1:8). The “we” there 
included the beloved John him- 
self, and notice that he used the 
present tense. He could not say 
that he had no sin unless he de- 
ceived himself, and neither may we. 


Self Deception 


There is great danger of self de- 
ception on the matter of sin. inat 
is the reason that the beloved John 
was inspired to warn us, “If we Say 
that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves.” This is a constant 
temptation of our hearts, that is, 
to deceive ourselves about our sins. 
Lost men often claim that they 
are very moral and fine. The 
Pharisee who stood in the temple 
and prayed, thanked God that he 
was not as other men were, even 
as that publican, and he boasted 
to the God that made him of how 


he paid tithes and fasted and | 
That | 


prayed and paid his debts! 
same wickedness of the human 
heart that excused itself, that hides 


“God is our refuge and strength, 
a@ very present help in trouble” 
(Psalms 46:1). 


The question often comes, “Why 
didn’t He help me sooner?” It is 
not His order. He must first 
adjust you to the trouble and cause 
you to learn your lesson from it. 
His promise is, “I will be with him 
in trouble; I will deliver him and 
honor him.” He must be with you 
in the trouble first all day and al! 
night. Then He will take you out 
of it. This will not come till you 
have stopped being restless and 
fretful about it and become calm 
and quiet. Then he will say, “It 
is enough.” 

God uses trouble to teach His 
children precious lessons. They are 
intended to educate us. When their 
good work is done, a glorious re- 
compense will come to us through 
them. There is a sweet joy and a 
real value in them. He does not 

them as difficuities but as 
opportunities. — Selected. 


—— 


“They that dwell under his 
shadow shall return; they shall re- 
vive as the corn and grow as the 
vine” (Hosea 14:7). 


— — 


and covers over sin, that exalts 
self, is carried over with the rest 
of the carnal nature in the child 
of God. We are told that “The 
heart is deceitful above all 

and desperately wicked: who can 
know it?” (Jer, 17:9). That speaks 
not alone of the heart of the un- 
regenerate, but of the heart also 
of the child of God who yet abides 
in the flesh and must yet deal with 
the carnal nature. 


Sinless perfection! What a 
wicked and blasphemous claim it 
is for any man or woman to say 
that they have no sin. That claim 
itself is but a proof of the sin that 
evei abides in the wicked nature 
of this flesh, and which will never 
be removed in a living child of 
God until we are caught up to be 
with Christ and our bodies will be 
redeemed. The very fact that men 
should seek such glory for them- 
selves as to be counted sinless or 
perfect is an indication that they 
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are yet mortal, yet weak, and ae- 
ceived by Satan, yet subject to sin. 
We may be sure of this thai 
when the last of sin is goue, then 
the marks and fruits of sin wiu 
be gone, too. Why should men 
claim to be sinless and yet need to 
wear eyeglasses or have headaches 
or indigestion or walk with a cane? 
Why should men who never sin 
expect to die, since death comes 
only as the wages of sin? As loug 
as men are frail and failing in 
body, and imperfect in mind, that 
long we may be sure they are not 
yet made perfect and sinless. 
The claim of sinless perfection is 
a wicked claim which actually 
leads into many sins. I recall that 
I preached on the subject of sin in 
a revival in Greenville, Texas, in 
1934. The next morning a man who 
did not attend the service but who 
saw my sermon subject announced 
in the paper, rebuked me on the 
street for preaching that a child 
of God sins. He said, “Why, Bro. 
Rice, do you sin?” I answered 
with regret that I did. Then he 
said scornfully, “Aren’t you 
ashamed of yourself, you a preach- 
er, and yet you say you sin?” 
“Yes,” I said, “Il am ashamed 
of myself. I ought not to sin, but 
I do. Every day I confess my sins 
to God and ask Him to forgive me 
and He cleanses me dnew. Now 
aren’t you ashamed of yourself?” 


He looked up in some surprise 
and said, “I? What have I to be 
ashamed of? What have I done?” 


I answered: “You have acted the 
hypocrite. You have set yourselt 
up as a judge of other Christians. 
You claim to be sinless and perfect 
and better than I am, and yet when 
I come to your town to have a 
great revival where thousands 
come to hear the gospel and many 
are being saved, you do not even 
care enough to come. Instead, you 
stay away from the revival and 
talk about the preacher and do 
what you can to hinder people from 
coming. When I was winning souls 
last night, you stayed at home with 
no concern as to whether they 
went to Hell or not. You ought to 
be ashamed of yourself. You ought 
to get down and confess before 
God, ‘Lord, I am a hypocrite, pass- 
ing judgment on others and de- 
ceiving myself about my own good- 
ness. While others win souls, I go 
about boasting of my goodness and 
criticizing those that are winning 


Mrs, Ridgway’s Corner 
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is by far the best. One thing that 
has blessed our hearts during this 
campaign is the large number who 
write how the messages in The 
Sword have blessed and encouraged 
them and’ they want to subscribe 
for others that they, too, will re- 
ceive a like ‘blessing. You have 
only four days left to take ad- 
vantage of this Special Rate. One 
of my good friends in Ft. Worth 
sends list of ten names and states, 
“I feel I just must take advantage 
of the low subscription rate and 
send the paper to some of my 
friends, as well as some of my 
relatives.” The large number of 
subscriptions from Ft: Worth has 
kept Texas in the lead all during 
the campaign. Oklahoma has sent 
the second largest number, one 
evangelist sent sixty subscriptions 
from one meeting. Michigan holds 
the third place. Highty-two new 
subscriptions in one day from De- 
troit came near placing Michigan 
in the second place. New Mexico, 
New York, Colorado, Pennsylvania, 
California, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Louisiana, and Tennessee are well 
represented in this special cam- 
paign. Single subscriptions and 
lists of 10 or more haye been sent 
from all sections of these States. 

We now have subscriptions in 
every state in the United States 
and some foreign countries. God 
has wonderfully blessed this pa- 
per —few religious papers get 7,- 
000 paid subscriptions the first 
year. At the rate we are going, we 
will have 10,000 by January, 

Won't you, who read our paper, 
join with us in prayer and especial- 
ly pray for the new homes that the 
paper gces into. 


Next week I will tell you how 
the Book Store is growing. 


ae 


Friday, August 28, 1936 


more souls than I do.’ 
deceived yourself.” 


This wicked claim of sinless per- 


fection keeps people from learning 
the Bible. Such peopie cannot be 
taught. They already know more, 
they think, than anybcdy who does 
not claim to be sinless and perfect. 
They do not have as much con- 
science as the Pharisees who 
brought to Jesus the woman taken 
in adultery, for when Jesus said, 
“He that is without sin sin among 
you, let him first cast a stone at 
her,” the Pharisees slunk away. In- 
stead, one who has deceived himself 
in saying that he has no sin, feels 
perfectly safe in casting stones at 


You have 


others. This sin of claiming to be 
perfect and sinless leads to ar- 
rogance, pride, a critical spirit and 
self praise, and a closed mind about 
Scriptural truth. It is a sad, but 
often observed fact, that the one 
who for a time claims to be sin- 
less and perfect often later falls 
into grossest of sins and immorali- 
ty—not intentionally, of course, 
but Satan, by deceiving ore about 
his sins, throws the Christian off 
his guard and gets in his deadly 
work. No Christian is ever safe 
from terrible temptations unless 
he constantly recognizes his weak- 


ness and begs for mercy and help 
from God. 
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BRADFORD PRINTING CO. 


“A Personal Interest in Every Job” 


JOB PRINTING, BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, STATIONERY, ETC. 
WE SPECIALIZE IN RELIGIOUS LITERATURE 


New Location: 929 So. Harwood St. PHONE 2-7094 


Work Guaranteed 


REASONABLE PRICES COURTEOUS SERVICE 
Gas Oil Tires Tubes Accessories 


BECKLEY & NINTH SERVICE STATION 


A-1 AUTO MECHANICS 

AUTOMOBILE REPAIRS AND ADJUSTMENTS DONE RIGHT 
JACK HENDLEY, Manager 

Beckley and Ninth Street PHONE 6-0243 
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A SPECIAL OFFER 


To Small Car Owners 


We want the readers of this good 
paper to have the safety provided 
by Nash and LaFayette, all Steel 
Bodies, with Steel Tops — This is 

of special importance. in face of 
erowing number of serious acci- 
dents. 


To prove our sincere interest in 
you and-your family, we will give 
you a big trade-in price for your 
car so the amount you will pay, 


as balance, will be small. 


Come to See Us 


PERRY MOTOR CO. 


615 Good Street 8-5115 
25 Years Service to Customers 
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